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tastytrade and tastyworks were founded by the same anti-Wall Street team that created
thinkorswim in 1999 (thinkorswim was sold to TDA for $750 million in 2009 which includes
additional bonuses, investment bankers, etc.). tastytrade is the fastest-growing online
financial network, with a mission to make finance fun and actionable. It has a plethora of
content, with 50 different shows talking about the financial markets for beginners to
advance investors.
Their subsidiary, tastyworks, is an online broker and was launched in January 2017 with a
focus on challenging the content and technology demands of tomorrow’s self-directed
investor and getting people to engage more with their investing.
The management, technology, and content teams behind tastytrade and tastyworks have
worked together for nearly 20 years, bringing unparalleled expertise in the retail trading
space to make the self-directed investor even more competitive.

Market trends: Sink or swim?
Markets are volatile and unpredictable, and there are simply too many factors that go into
determining a stock price. While robo-advisors were on the rise starting almost a decade
ago, a new shift has recently become noticeable. Many robo-advisors are going out of
business, and for those that are still afloat, a shift to more self-directed investing will occur
when the market sees a significant drop. This is because most robo-advisors have seen
only an up-market. When the next market crash happens, it will weed out the weak
players, especially those with simplified revenue streams.

One thing that tastytrade teaches on their daily shows is strategies and how to apply them
in one’s portfolio whether the market is going up, down, or sideways. As technology and
accessibility continue to improve, there will be more self-directed investors. As the

millennial generation seeks “guided independence,” the best thing anyone can offer this
next generation is the knowledge and rationale of how to increase their probability of
success, rather than just helping them make 50/50 bets. The team at tastytrade learned
this firsthand by previously being a public company. Their motto is strategy-based
investing, and that is what they teach and talk about every day on their website.

What makes tastytrade/tastyworks different?
tastytrade was born out of the lack of engaging news and content in the trading industry.
tastytrade’s mission from the beginning was to make finance fun and actionable, allowing
customers to learn by watching, by following, or by doing it themselves. They provide eight
hours of live programming free every day, and thousands of hours of video on demand.
After becoming one of the fastest-growing online educational resources for traders, the
team decided to create a visual trading platform to support the on-air delivery of content.
Essentially, they provide a 360° experience for customers—a knowledge base and low
fees/costs.
The tastyworks brokerage firm offers a highly visual trading platform built on highfrequency middleware, built for the individual self-directed investor. The differentiator is in
the combination of the following:
•
•
•

Content: free live-streaming video content (with a mission to make finance fun and
actionable) produced by its parent company, tastytrade
Technology: a visual trading technology experience built right into the tastyworks
platform
Fees: appropriate minimal fees, supporting the motto of “trade small, trade often”
and learn by doing

With over 300 years’ experience in the financial services and trading industry, tastytrade’s
and tastyworks’ management teams and on-air personalities are able to provide a unique
offering focused on empowering the self-directed investor that no other platform can
match.

What tastytrade/tastyworks offer
tastytrade.com offers free video content, with live streaming shows on a daily basis.
tastyworks is a powerful trading platform with free technology and minimal brokerage fees.
Anybody can visit the tastytrade website and watch, and learn about trading, or follow
traders, and place trades directly on the tastyworks platform, where it is easy to find
strategies and opportunities, and trade ideas.
Customers learn how to dial their risk up or down and increase their probability of success,
depending on whether they want to invest with a 70/30, an 80/20, etc. probability, rather
than simply buying stock which is considered a passive 50/50 investment. The logical,
mechanical approach that tastytrade teaches enables customers to have better control
over their investments and increase their probability of success.

Active vs. passive investment management
The tastytrade team believes that most passive investors end up in a buy-and-hold
strategy with the hopes of a 50/50 chance the investment will rise long term. Historically,
active investors were referred to in the industry as day traders, professionals, or even
high-frequency traders. tastytrade is changing the culture of investing by redefining what it
means to be an active investor. “New active” is simply the individual self-directed retail
investor that is empowered with the know-how, tools, and appropriate fees to make
smarter investment decisions with a higher probability of success than a 50/50 shot. Active
means more engaged in their own investments without taking up the whole day trading or
watching the markets. No need. Being an active investor could take less than five
minutes per day.

Communication and feedback: Cornerstones of success
One of the keys to success for any business is ensuring that customers have access to
company representatives and executive team members. Besides tastytrade’s deep
expertise and extensive knowledge in the trading industry, customer feedback is the

number-one driver for new products and features. It starts with accessibility and a two-way
conversation with customers.

The future of FinTech and what impact tastyworks will make
The wealth-management industry has been turned upside down in the last decade with the
rise of robo-advisors and the increase in accessibility to financial products and services at
everyone’s fingertips. If they haven’t realized it yet, most people will eventually come to the
conclusion that a hybrid approach is the best choice—combining people and technology.
By using human advisors, customers derive more value from being engaged and listened
to when discussing their portfolios, even if they don’t want to be a self-directed investor.
Customers should understand how the markets work and accept the fact that even the
best advisors don’t know what the market will do, putting themselves in a position to ask
the right questions and empowering them to make better decisions about their
investments.

WealthTech Club takeaways
tastytrade and tastyworks are run by incredibly creative and bright individuals. The amount
of free content is one thing, but the quality of the content, considering tasty’s co-CEO, Tom
Sosnoff, is a regular contributor, shows that the platform can truly help anyone figure out
the intricacies of the market and even help them make a buck. tastyworks supports
investors who want to actively manage their own money with a powerful platform,
embedded, engaging content, and a unique $1 commission structure with zero
commissions to close, as well as capped commissions. What more can you ask for?
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